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SS PETER AND PAUL, TORREVIEJA 
The Church of England worshipping in Word and Sacrament at Lago Jardín, Los Balcones and 

La Siesta and ministering through the southern Costa Blanca and eastern Murcia. 

A truly Eucharistic community of faith and love. 

 

Chaplain (equivalent of Parish Priest): 

Father Richard A. Seabrook SSC 

+ 34 966 840 136 

+ 34 693 932 438 – Chaplaincy Mobile 

frras@c-of-e-torrevieja.com 

www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com 

 

 
Chaplaincy Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/anglicantorrevieja 

Chaplain´s Facebook Group: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/ 

 

FATHER RICHARD`S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

26th March 2023 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO THE CHAPLAINCY OF SS PETER AND PAUL, TORREVIEJA. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN 

THIS CHAPLAINCY. 

http://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/
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Please remember to turn off your mobile phone  

before our services begin. Please don´t use a mobile phone in church. 

 
Please remember to talk to God in prayer before our services begin. There 

is plenty of time to talk to each other afterwards.  

Your talking may distract someone else´s praying. 
Please keep a devotional silence. 

 

Father Richard´s contact details are on the front of this newsletter. 
 

Our Churchwardens are: 

Peter Maude (churchwardenpeter@gmail.com) 

Jennifer Saville (chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com) 

They also act as Joint Treasurers. 
 

The Vice-Chairman of the Chaplaincy Council is: 
Joan Berry (losbalconeswarden@gmail.com) 

 

The Honorary Secretary to the Chaplaincy Council is: 
Sandra Harbut (churchsecretarysandra@gmail.com) 

 

We take the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults seriously. Our Safeguarding Policy 

is displayed at La Siesta and is available on our website: 

https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/ 

Our Safeguarding Officer is Anna Horsnell who can be contacted at  
safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com 

 
The Congregational Warden at La Siesta is: 

Sue Maude (wardenlasiesta@gmail.com) 
 

Our other two churches remain temporarily closed. 
It is hoped they will re-open for Holy Week in 2023. 

 

Home Communions 
Father Richard will take Holy Communion to people at home according to their circumstances. 

This is a privilege and enables for prayer in the home at difficult times and for the communicant 
to receive Holy Communion at home. Please never hesitate to contact me if you would like Holy 
Communion at home if you are unable to come to church because of sickness or being 
housebound. Obviously Covid circumstances are taken into consideration. 
 
Here are some guidelines to assist you: 

1. If you can, please arrange a surface with a white cloth upon which I can place the Blessed 

Sacrament. If this is difficult please do not worry too much but it is appreciated. 

2. The Priest will not enter into general conversation until after the celebration which lasts 

about ten minutes. Then he would appreciate a cup of tea and chat with you but if your 

circumstances don´t allow, please do not worry. 

3. Please consider giving a donation to the Church for the Priest´s ministry. He will have 

had to drive to you and it also enables you to give your weekly collection to support the 

mailto:churchwardenpeter@gmail.com
mailto:chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com
mailto:losbalconeswarden@gmail.com
mailto:churchsecretarysandra@gmail.com
https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/
mailto:safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com
mailto:wardenlasiesta@gmail.com
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priestly ministry in the parish / chaplaincy. This means there can be a Priest available for 

you and for others with a priestly presence in the parish / chaplaincy. 

It is a long-established custom – if you can – to make an offering to the Church in 

thankfulness for the ministry of the Church. 

4. You don´t have to tidy up before the priest arrives! Just prepare spiritually for an 

encounter with Christ in the Eucharist by being prayerful before his arrival. 

Father Richard writes: 

I pray that the blessings of Lent are strengthening and renewing your life of faith and 

discipleship. We now move to what is called Passiontide and the approach of Our Lord´s 

death and resurrection.  

 

We enter into the last two weeks before Easter – the most “intense” time of the liturgical 

year. At La Siesta you will see that the altar crucifix and statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary will 

be veiled. Bishop Peter Elliott writes the following: The custom of veiling crosses and images 

in these last two weeks of Lent has much to commend it in terms of religious psychology, 

because it helps us to concentrate on the great essentials of Christ’s work of Redemption.  

The practice of veiling images alerts us that something is different, it can be startling at first, 

but the last two weeks of Lent are a time of immediate preparation for the celebration of the 

Sacred Triduum. The veils are hard to miss and they serve as a reminder to get ready! 

The veiled images build within us a longing for Easter Sunday. The veils seem out of place, 

and even counterintuitive. It can seem strange that the crucifix is covered up during 

Passiontide. Through this absence of images, our senses are heightened and we become 

more aware of what is missing. It changes the liturgical setting and prepares us for when the 

crucifix will be unveiled for us to venerate on Good Friday. Everything is directed, then, 

towards the sacrifice of Christ which we must solemnly recall before we celebrate the joy of 

Easter. 

On Palm Sunday, the Chalice – for those who wish to receive it – will be re-introduced at the 

Holy Eucharist. There is no compunction to receive from the Chalice but you are invited so to 

do if you wish. Please read these notes carefully and embrace them. 

 

The offering of the Chalice at the Holy Eucharist 

From Palm Sunday, if you wish to receive from the Chalice, after you have consumed the 

Host, please pass to the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who will administer the 

Chalice of the Precious Blood. 

 

Since the Pandemic Holy Communion has been administered in one kind, the Sacred Host. 

The fullness of Holy Communion is received when receiving the Sacred Host alone – the 

spiritual benefits of making our Holy Communion are received in full whether we receive the 

Host alone or indeed the Chalice alone. During the Pandemic and after it the faithful in 

church have received the fullness of the Eucharist in the Sacred Host alone. I need not repeat 

why we have been receiving Holy Communion in one kind. 

However, the norm for the Church is to offer both the Sacred Host and the Chalice. It has 

been a long time since we have had the Chalice offered at the Eucharist and I intend to 
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return it to the laity on Palm Sunday, 2nd April, at the start of Holy Week. This is for those 

who would wish to make their Holy Communion in both kinds.  

 

If you still wish only to receive the Sacred Host and then return to your place that is fine. 

People should feel free to receive either in one or two kinds. 

 

Receiving the Host remains the same: You come forward, bow, The Priest says: The Body of 

Christ. You say: Amen before you receive the Host. You can receive, remember, either in your 

hand or straight on the tongue. Either is acceptable. Receiving in the hand, you cross your 

hands to make a throne for the Host. Either raise your hands to your mouth or pick up the 

Host and consume it. Please always remember to consume the Host in front of the altar. 

 

If you wish to receive the Chalice, the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion will say: The 

Blood of Christ to which you say Amen before receiving from the Chalice, If you wish to 

assist the person with the chalice gently move its base so can receive a small amount of the 

Precious Blood. Intinction, the act of dipping the Host, is not permitted at any time or 

for any need. It is unhygienic, unscriptural and not part of the tradition of the Church. 

The Bishops do not allow it. 

 

If you do not wish to receive from the Chalice there is no compunction so to do. Please do 

what feels right and comfortable for you. 

 

The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion has been trained with theological / spiritual 

preparation for this ministry and the Bishop has given them permission to undertake this 

ministry. Those who share in this ministry are called upon to be an example of Eucharistic 

faith and prepare appropriately for this ministry. They will always be in church twenty 

minutes before the Eucharist begins to pray silently for the grace to carry out this ministry. It 

is an important one. Why are they called “Extraordinary”? The Priest is the Ordinary Minister 

of Holy Communion and Extraordinary Ministers exercise an “extra” ministry to assist the 

Priest. To begin with Liz Shouksmith, Joan Berry, and Peter and Sue Maude will be sharing in 

this ministry. They have undergone the original training and had a refresher course. Please 

pray for them. 

 

Lent is about sacrifice. The sacrifices we make because of Our Blessed Lord´s sacrifice for us 

on the Cross of Calvary. 

 

Your priest and friend,      Father Richard 

 

 
begins on Sunday 2nd April. Make sure you know what is happening! 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
The most important week in the Christian Year. 

All liturgies at La Siesta. 
 

Sunday 2nd April – PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
1130 The Commemoration of the Lord´s Entrance into Jerusalem 

(Distribution and Blessing of Palms) and Holy Eucharist 
 

Thursday 6th April – HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY 
1900 Mass of the Lord´s Supper with Washing of feet 

Please bring bells to ring at the Gloria in excelsis 
at the end of the Mass we have the Watch of the Passion, 

a time of silent prayer at the altar which becomes the Altar of Repose, 
the Garden of Gethsemane 

 
Friday 7th April – GOOD FRIDAY 

1500 Celebration of the Lord´s Passion 

 

 
 

Saturday 8th April –HOLY SATURDAY 
1900 The Easter Vigil followed by a celebration 

 
Sunday 9th April – EASTER SUNDAY 

0930 Holy Eucharist 
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EASTER HAMPER RAFFLE 

Tickets on sale from Joan 

Berry or Sue Brassington for 2 

euros each. Gifts of chocolate 

and goodies for the prizes 

would be gratefully received. 

Thank you. 

There are 100 tickets to sell! 

 

Dates ahead: 

 

Wednesday 29th March 1145 to begin at 1200  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT ROJALES 

We missed out on this 

last year because of the 

terrible weather. 

 

The Stations of the Cross 

follow the last hours in 

Jesus´s life to his 

Crucifixion and Burial. 

The fourteen stations, 

places we stop, recall the 

different moments as Our Lord goes to Calvary. They are deeply moving and bring us closer 

to Our Lord´s suffering and death for us. The Stations of the Cross at Rojales are outside and 

we walk uphill steadily as we follow the Lord in his Passion and Death. Some of you will have 

been before; others not. All are welcome. The view from the summit is magnificent. Please 

see Father Richard. The Stations of the Cross begin near Calle Josefa Aniorte in Rojales. 

 

Sunday 9th April  EASTER SUNDAY ARRANGEMENTS AND FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 

Father Richard does not think that Nuestra Señora de la Asunción will be re-opened by 

Easter Sunday. There will be one celebration of the Eucharist on Easter Sunday in the 

Chaplaincy at 0930 at La Siesta. (There will also be the Easter Vigil the previous night at 

1900.) Please remember that making your Holy Communion at either The Easter Vigil or 

Easter Sunday is of obligation. 

 

This year we are planning an Easter Fellowship lunch at Marina Bar, Calle de las Rosas, 

Torrevieja (not too far from Carrefour) at 1300. The cost will be 15 euros. (Drinks have to be 

purchased separately). Father Richard has been and it has his seal of approval! 
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The menu is as follows: 

 

Starters 

Soup of the Day with Crusty 

Bread 

Creamy Garlic Mushrooms 

Seafood Cocktail 

Pate and Toast 

Deep Fried Brie with a 

Tomato Jam 

 

Mains 

Roast Beef 

Roast Pork 

Turkey 

Roast Gammon Ham 

all served with 3 seasonal vegetables, mashed and roasted potatoes and yorkshire pudding. 

 

 

Desserts 

Bramley Apple Pie 

Marina Bar Meringue 

Sherry Trifle 

Chocolate Pecan Brownie with Ice Cream 

Strawberry Sundae 

 

Please give your name and money to Sue Maude or Jennifer Saville by Sunday 26th March. 

After this we must submit numbers. 

You must pay, in cash, at the time of booking please! 
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Spanish Bank details. Banco Sabadell. 
IBAN number ES65 0081 2061 7900 0106 0414 

BSAB ESBB / Capellania Anglicana de Torrevieja 

UK Bank details. Barclays Bank PLC Account name: Diocese in Europe Fund  

Account number: 40317039 Sort code: 20-06-13. Address : Tufton 
Street,London Please state TORREVIEJA as the reference so the money is 
correctly applied. The IBAN number is: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 31 70 39.    

God bless you all for your support. 
Peter and Jennifer (Churchwardens) 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL GIVING TO THE CHAPLAINCY 
There are various ways of giving financially  
to the Chaplaincy for the work of the Church: 

1. You can give in the plate each week. 
2. You can join our envelope scheme to give a regular amount on a weekly basis 

– and set aside money for those weeks when you cannot be here. 
3. You are encouraged to set up a standing order to the Chaplaincy – this helps 

us budget more effectively. 
If you are a UK tax payer you can gift aid your giving. 

If you are a Spanish tax payer you can have a tax offset by notifying your 
accountant when arranging your yearly tax along with the Spanish bank account 
number who will then arrange a claim and the money will be donated back to the 

Chaplaincy. 
 

One off donations would be gratefully received  
to assist us at this difficult time. 

Thank you for your help. 
 

For more information contact Father Richard, the Churchwardens, or your 
Congregational Warden. 

 
The Chaplaincy relies on generous and sacrificial giving in response to a generous 

God who sacrificed his Son for us all on the cross. 
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We are always grateful for your 
giving to the Chaplaincy. It is the 
main way by which the Priestly 
Ministry and Chaplaincy life is 
sustained. Without your giving there 
would be no Chaplaincy. Thank you 
to all who give so generously. 
 
If you don´t already, please would 
you consider a monthly standing 
order to either our UK to Spanish 
bank accounts? This would help us 
enormously in our financial planning. 
 

It means your giving happens on a regular basis and we would be so grateful for this. 
Think of what the Chaplaincy means not only to you but the wider church community 
and the Church of England presence in this area. 
 
Please see Peter or Jennifer or send Father Richard an email if you could help. Thank 
you. 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE RESPONDED 
POSITIVELY AND GENEROUSLY ABOUT THIS. 

 

Sue´s Homemade Lemon Curd and Jill´s Homemade Marmalade

  
Sue Brassington is selling made to 

order homemade lemon curd after 

each service. Please see her if you 
would like order some. Thank 

you, Sue! Jill Dorsett is receiving 
orders for homemade marmalade. 

Thank you, Jill! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of England Chaplaincy of SS Peter and Paul, Torrevieja 

From Sunday 2nd April, the Chalice containing the Precious Blood of Christ will be offered for 

those who wish to receive it.  

Holy Communion is offered with the words “The Body of Christ” to which you say Amen 

before consuming the Sacred Host.  

The words ¨The Blood of Christ” are said to which you say Amen before receiving from the 

Chalice. The Chalice is optional- 
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Regarding the sharing of the Sign of Peace,  

we will remain with the status quo. 

 

ONGOING INFORMATION 

1. Lago Jardín Church will remain closed until further notice.  

2. There is a building project to renovate the church at Los Balcones, Nuestra Señora de 

la Asunción. It was hoped this would re-open for Holy Week 2023 but this looks 

increasing unlikely. 

3. La Siesta - these services will be for the whole Chaplaincy until our other churches are 

opened again so please make every effort to be there and support the liturgical life of 

the Chaplaincy. 

 

 Saturday 11th March   1700 

 Sunday 19th March  1130 – Mothering Sunday 

 Saturday 25th March  1700 

 

 HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 Sunday 2nd April  1130 – Palm Sunday of the Lord´s Passion 

 Thursday 6th April 1900 – Maundy Thursday,  

  Mass of the Lord´s Supper 

 Friday 7th April  1500 – Good Friday,  

  Celebration of the Lord´s Passion 

 Saturday 8th April  1900 – Holy Saturday, The Easter Vigil 

 Sunday 9th April  0930 – Easter Sunday 

 
 Sunday 16th April  1130 

 Saturday 22nd April  1700 

 Saturday 29th April  1700 

 

Friday 5th May 1130 – Holy Eucharist in preparation for the      

Coronation of King Charles III 
There is a liturgical Facebook group. 

1. Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja and ask to join the 

group. 

2. You will be asked three questions. Please complete them and agree to the rules of 

the group. 

3. Live-streaming of services has now ceased. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/
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The Blessed Sacrament Lamp at Lago Jardín 

The Blessed Sacrament has been removed from Lago Jardín 

to be kept safely with Father Richard until the church re-

opens. 

 

Father Richard´s Prayer List for March 2023:  

Please pray for the sick and those in particular need at this 

time:  Sarah, Olivia, Keith, Jamie Hill, Johan van Rensburg, 

Carol and family, Helen Parry, Raj Panchal, Peter Passey, John 

Meehan, David Doig, Val Donkin, Debbie von Niekerk, Ingrid 

Boutier, Martin Skillen, Pat Dooley, Bill Bennion, Karen Moon, 

William McDonald, Liz Shouksmith, Paul McNab, David, Anne 

John, Lesley Critchley, Charlie Smith, David, Peter John, Luke 

Thompson, Gwen Simmons, Father Terence, John Mileham, 

Samantha Shaw, Alex, Gerry Hopkins. 

Please help Father Richard by letting him know when people can be taken off the prayer list. 

 

Please pray for the recently departed: 

Those killed as a result of the conflict in Ukraine. 

+ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

From the beginning of April the Prayer List is going to be completely renewed. 

If you wish names to be included after the start of April you will need to contact 

Father Richard with the names to be included. Father Richard is happy to include 

all names that come to him so please do this in plenty of time. Mark your email 

subject heading: PRAYER LIST. 

 

Please advise Father Richard if there are any corrections to the above list.  

 

If you wish a name to be added to the list of the sick you need to email Father Richard or write 

to him giving permission for yourself or ensure permission has been granted by someone else 

for their name to appear on this list. (GDPR regulations).  

 

Please pray for the Anglican Church in Perú, for Bishop Jorge Aguilar, and the Bishops, Priests, 

Deacons and Laity there. 
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Sunday 26th March 2023 

Entrance Antiphon 

Cf. Ps 42: 1-2 

Give me justice, O God, 

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 

From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 

for you, O God, are my strength. 

 

____________________ 

 

Collect 

By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, 

may we walk eagerly in that same charity 

with which, out of love for the world, 

your Son handed himself over to death. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

____________________ 

 

First reading 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, 

my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when 

I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, 

and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 

have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 

 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 129(130) 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

Lord, hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness: 

for this we revere you. 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
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My soul is waiting for the Lord. 

I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak. 

(Let the watchman count on daybreak 

and Israel on the Lord.) 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

Because with the Lord there is mercy 

and fullness of redemption, 

Israel indeed he will redeem 

from all its iniquity. 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

 

____________________ 

 

Second reading 

Romans 8:8-11 

The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your 

interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has 

made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong 

to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your 

spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 

the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own 

mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Jn11:25, 26 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will never die. 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel 

John 11:1-45 

I am the resurrection and the life 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary 

and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who 

anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message 

to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will 

end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 
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Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he 

stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 

The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back 

again?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 

A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 

because he has the light of this world to see by; 

but if he walks at night he stumbles, 

because there is no light to guide him.’ 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The 

disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used 

referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put 

it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will 

believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, 

‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is 

only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 

to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, 

my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will 

grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise 

again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 

into this world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The 

Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus 

had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When 

the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, 

they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, 

if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of 

the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the 

heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews 

said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes 

of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached 

the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ 

Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not 

told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 

Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 

I knew indeed that you always hear me, 

but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
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so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came 

out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to 

them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 

 

Homily 

It seems a bit strange to have this gospel on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. It seems to be clearly 

about the resurrection and yet we are still plodding through Lent and have to get through 

Good Friday before we get to Easter. What’s going on; have the Church’s liturgical engineers 

got it all wrong? Can I suggest that this text is more about death than resurrection? After all, 

Lazarus isn’t walking around today; he had to undergo another death. This text is more 

about our life and death here and now rather than about the resurrection. We will have time 

enough to consider the resurrection when we get to Easter Sunday and the weeks of 

celebration afterwards. 

 

In his Spiritual Exercises St Ignatius Loyola suggests that when reading a particular Gospel 

passage we should put ourselves in the place of each character in turn and use our 

imagination to see how we would feel in those circumstances. This can be a most revealing 

exercise. How about putting myself in the place of Lazarus? I am dead to everything and 

then I hear a voice: ‘Come out, Lazarus.’ There I am, lying in a tomb swathed in bandages and 

surrounded by darkness. If we wonder how we would feel in this situation, the answer would 

be different for everyone but I think many might say: Thanks Lord, but I’d prefer to stay 

where I am. 

 

While attempting to put ourselves imaginatively in Lazarus’s place we might become aware 

of how tomb-like our present way of life is, and rekindle a longing for freedom which has 

perhaps been buried for years. Putting ourselves into the place of a character from scripture 

can awake all kinds of thoughts within us and lead us to turn to God in prayer with new 

words on our lips. Yet it is something so simple that we are surprised that we never thought 

about it ourselves. This Gospel features here in Lent to help us come to live life to the full; for 

often it is only in the face of death that we are shocked into this realisation. This can happen 

to us in all sorts of ways on the occasion of a loss or bereavement. It is amazing how often it 

takes overcoming a negative experience to make us realise afresh how much there is that is 

truly positive and makes life worth living. 

 

 



Page 16 of 16 
 

 
 

The Angelus 
 

The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary, 
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 

Blessed art thou among women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. 

 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

Be it unto me according to Thy Word. 
 

Hail Mary, (as above) 
 

And the Word was made flesh, 
And dwelt among us. 

 
Hail Mary, (as above) 

 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy grace into our hearts; that as we have 
known the incarnation of thy son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by 

His + cross and passion we may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


